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ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

VICE PRESIDENT DICK CHENEY APPEARS ON CONVERSATIONS 
WITH BILL KRISTOL  

 
New York, NY, October 13, 2014 – Former Vice President Dick Cheney sat down 

with Bill Kristol to reflect on his career and the challenges ahead for America.  

In this wide-ranging conversation, Kristol and Cheney discuss momentous 

events in Cheney’s career, including his service as secretary of defense during the 

Gulf War, his work as chief of staff for President Ford, his leadership in Congress 

during the Reagan years, as well as 9/11 and its aftermath. The Conversation offers 

a fascinating glimpse into the life of a man who has played an extraordinary role in 

American history.  

 Below are excerpts from the Conversation: 

[On Iran and our present dangers] CHENEY: I worry very much that the 

administration is going to leave office and we'll find ourselves with a nuclear-armed 

Iran...You've got to be a fool to believe isolation as a strategy is the way to go...I 

think if the Iranians get nuclear weapons, it will only be a short period of time before 

others in the region also have nuclear weapons. 

[On enhanced interrogation] CHENEY: It prevented another mass casualty attack 

against the United States...I’m very familiar with the program, I was actively involved 

in helping get it started and supporting it. And I don’t think we have any apologies to 

make. I think if in a similar situation today, I would do exactly the same thing. 

[On the Bush 41 Administration] CHENEY: There was a degree of trust and 

confidence there that I’ve never experienced in any other administration – not that 

others weren’t good, they clearly were, I was part of other teams as well, too. But I’ve 

always looked back on that one as probably that was the way to do it. 
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[On a first job interview with Donald Rumsfeld] CHENEY: He asked me what I 

was doing. I explained I was working on my PhD, I was going to become a professor, 

go back to the University of Wisconsin...And when I got to that part, he stood up and 

said well, this is not going to work, thank you very much. He kicked me out. 

 

Watch the Conversation here: http://conversationswithbillkristol.org/video/dick-

cheney/ 

 

About Conversations with Bill Kristol.  Conversations with Bill Kristol is an online 

interview program hosted by Weekly Standard editor Bill Kristol and produced by 

The Foundation for Constitutional Government. A forum for substantive, thought-

provoking dialogue on pressing issues in the news and American politics, 

Conversations segments feature informal discussions between Kristol and guests on 

a diverse array of issues of public concern—from the American presidency and the 

Middle East peace process to the ideas that have shaped Western civilization. 

Recent guests include business founder Peter Thiel, best-selling author Charles 

Murray, former U.S. Army Vice Chief of Staff General Jack Keane, and Harvard 

professor Harvey Mansfield. New conversations are released bi-weekly.   

Users can access Conversations at www.conversationswithbillkristol.org to 

watch all conversations free-of-charge, read guest biographies, download podcasts 

and transcripts, and view additional footage. 

 

About the Foundation for Constitutional Government. The Foundation for 

Constitutional Government is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization devoted to 

supporting the serious study of politics and political philosophy, with particular 

attention to the Constitutional character of American government. The Foundation’s 

online programming includes Conversations with Bill Kristol, Great Thinkers, a 

comprehensive site devoted to political philosophers such as John Locke and Alexis 

de Tocqueville, as well as websites devoted to important contemporary thinkers such 

as Harvey Mansfield, Irving Kristol, and James Q. Wilson.  

 

Media Contact: 
Andy Zwick 917-423-1422 
AZwick@constitutionalgovt.org   
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